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 U.S. Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) was recently granted $50,000 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to increase the amount of locally grown food served in area colleges, hospitals and institutions.

    The funding was awarded by Congressman Olver at a press conference held today at Amherst College in the Valentine Dining Hall.

   Speakers included U.S. Congressman John Olver; David Tuttle, USDA State Director for Rural Development, Annie Cheatham, CISA Executive Director; Charlie Thompson, Amherst College Director of Dining Services and Joe Czajkowski, Hadley farmer.

   Samples of local produce, fruit and jams from Czajkowski Farm were available.

   Congressman Olver said, "With some of the best agricultural land in the nation, the Pioneer Valley has a long, rich legacy of farming. Identifying local markets for local farmers helps them stay economically viable in an increasingly difficult global economy. Active farming protects open space and prevents sprawl, improving the economic and environmental health of the entire Pioneer Valley."

   "Institutional purchasing of locally grown food is a win-win for the community," said Annie Cheatham, CISA Executive Director. "Colleges and students get great locally grown food and farmers get a better bottom line. When MassDevelopment, the state's economic development agency, calls this a potential 'multi-million' dollar market, you understand what a boon this can be for the local farming community. CISA will use this funding to identify and build these new markets for local farmers."

  Charlie Thompson, the Director of Dining Services at Amherst College, said, "The college has been trying to buy local products as often as possible. We are completely committed to the ideals of buying locally grown now and in the future." Thompson comments, "We have been buying local produce for close to 20 years through a local produce company, Squash Inc."  Squash Inc. is committed to the support of local agriculture and is the link that brings local farmers and food buyers together.  Amherst College Dining Services has increased its purchase of locally produced items over the past six months to include, honey, jam, beef, maple syrup and apples, among other items.

  Squash Trucking, Amherst College's primary produce supplier, brings locally grown food to the college's kitchen. "For over 30 years we've made it a priority to distribute locally grown produce from Valley farms. Like us, Amherst College has always been a strong supporter of local agriculture. We strive to bring farmers and food buyers together. If it's local and available, Amherst College gets it."

  "It's better for the farmers, who don't have to worry about delivery. It's better for the customers who don't want 22 different trucks pulling into their loading docks," says Joe Czajkowski, a Hadley farmer who also supplies Amherst College with produce and jams made from his own farm's berries.

   The USDA Rural Development grant will fund CISA's "Farm-to-Cafeteria" Initiative. Through the "Farm-to-Cafeteria" initiative, CISA will assist, support and educate institutional food buyers, farmers and farm product distributors in an effort to encourage local institutional cafeterias to buy food from local farmers in western Massachusetts. All local farmers and institutions in the four counties of western Massachusetts ‚ Franklin, Hampshire, Hampden and Berkshire -- will be able to participate in CISA's "Farm-to-Cafeteria" Initiative.

   CISA is a non-profit organization based in South Deerfield that works to sustain agriculture in western Massachusetts, throughout the state and across the country; build a secure local food and farming system; strengthen relationships between consumers and farmers; increase farm profitability; promote environmental sustainability; preserve rural communities; and ensure that fresh, healthy, locally grown food is available, affordable and accessible for all citizens.
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